
TERMS OF REFERENCE 

INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE 
FOR 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES AND SUPPORTING RESEARCH (ICMSSR) 

COMMITTEE FOR OPERATIONAL PROCESSING CENTERS (COPC} 

1. PURPOSE

The Committee for Operational Processing Centers (COPC) shall be the principal
agent of the Interdepartmental Committee for Meteorological Services and Supporting 
Research (ICMSSR) for coordinating data assimilation, analysis, and prediction efforts for 
services and products provided by the Department of Commerce (DOC), through the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the Department of Defense 
(DOD) meteorology, oceanography, and satellite operational processing centers. The 
objectives of the COPC are to: 

a. Promote free and open exchange of information concerning numerical weather
and ocean prediction modeling efforts, data resources or problems, and
atmospheric, oceanographic, and satellite products.

b. Develop cooperative agreements for technical support and interface requirements,
where appropriate.

c. Identify areas where expanded coordination efforts are needed and recommend
plans of actions.

2. MEMBERSHIP

a. The permanent representatives of the COPC shall be the Directors/Commanding
Officers of the following major meteorology, oceanography, and satellite
operational processing centers of the U.S. Government:

• NOAA/National Weather Service's National Centers for Environmental
Prediction.

• NOAA/National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service's
Office of Satellite Data Processing and Distribution.

• DOD/Air Force's Air Force Global Weather Central.

• DOD/Navy's Fleet Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center.

• DOD/Navy's Naval Oceanographic Office.








