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Weather Element(s Definition

Water Temperature The measure of the surface/near surface temperature of the water as
measured by a thermometer. (AMS Glossary)

Wet Bulb Temperature The temperature an air parcel would have if cooled to saturation.
(AMS Glossary)

Wind Chill That part of the total cooling of the body caused by air motion.
(AMS Glossary)

Wind Direction The direction from which the wind is blowing. (AMS Glossary)

Headwind: A wind that opposes the intended progress of an
exposed, moving object.

Tailwind: A wind which assists the intended progress of an
exposed, moving object.

Crosswind: A wind which has a component which is directed
perpendicularly to the course (or heading) of an exposed, moving
object.

Wind Direction (upper air) Upper Air: That portion of the atmosphere which is above the lower
troposphere. No distinct lower limit is set but the term is generally
applied to the levels above 5 thousand feet (850mb). (AMS

Glossary derived)

Wind Speed The velocity of air in motion relative to the surface of the earth.
(AMS Glossary derived)

Wind Wave Height Height of the ocean surface wave generated by the wind. (AMS
Glossary derived)



