Working Group for Weather Information for Surface Transportation (WG/WIST) 

Background Information 

The Weather Information for Surface Transportation–National Needs Assessment Report (WIST Report) was published in December 2002. (see http://www.ofcm.gov/wist_report/wist-report.htm.)  The WIST report is the product of an extensive 3-year interagency effort and is the first-ever compilation of weather support needs across the six surface transportation sectors: roadway, railway, transit, marine transportation, pipeline systems, and airport ground operations.  The report makes clear that by meeting the requirements for provision of weather information for surface transportation to users; we can both increase safety and realize economic benefits.  The report also highlights the importance of weather information to homeland security (i.e., we need better weather data to support the emergency response to airborne hazardous material).  

At the May 14, 2004, meeting of the Interdepartmental Committee for Meteorological Services and Supporting Research (ICMSSR), it was pointed out that the suggested next steps from the WIST Report correlate well with recommendations from a November 2003 American Meteorological Society Policy Forum on Weather and Highways and the National Research Council 2004 report, Where the Weather Meets the Road--A Research Agenda for Improving Road Weather Services.  This is indicative of an emerging national consensus on a set of WIST next steps.  The main areas of emerging consensus are:  Federal partners should charter an “appropriate entity” to detail unmet needs and recommend a course of action; establish a WIST R&D Program with a substantial level of fundamental research; and Federal partners should develop a unified strategy to capitalize on the potential of fundamental research topics.  Suggested WIST next steps became the below action items.       

ACTION ITEM 2004-1.3:  Working Group for WIST. 

Part A:  OFCM establish a Working Group for WIST (WG/WIST), led by FHWA and NOAA, to allow all Federal departments and agencies to participate in the development of plans or projects to meet their WIST needs and ensure Federal resources are used efficiently.  

Part B:  WG/WIST develop a multiyear, Federal WIST research program plan to bring together the Federal weather and surface transportation research communities and provide a vision for the public and private sectors to use for planning purposes.  

Part C:  WG/WIST develop an overarching, Federal, multiagency-coordinated WIST implementation program.  

The Working Group for Weather Information for Surface Transportation (WG/WIST) has been formed and is developing a Federal-level WIST R&D Plan.  It is expected that the plan would be used to help guide the individual agency R&D programs as it relates to improving weather information services and capabilities for the surface transportation community.
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