COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL

SERVICES, OPERATIONS, AND RESEARCH NEEDS (CESORN)

WORKING GROUP FOR WEATHER INFORMATION FOR SURFACE TRANSPORTATION (WG/WIST)

AGENDA

MEETING 05-06
December 1, 2005

8:30 AM to 2:45 PM
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Meteorology

8455 Colesville Road, Suite 1500

Silver Spring, MD  20910

1.         OPENING REMARKS      (10 minutes---8:30 – 8:40 AM) 
The Executive Secretary will review administrative information.  The attendees at the meeting will introduce themselves.  The chairpersons will then make opening remarks and seek approval of the agenda.  

Proposed Action:
Approve Agenda.

2.
RECORD OF ACTIONS    (5 minutes---8:40 - 8:45 AM) 
The WG/WIST Meeting 05-05 Record of Actions (ROA) will be reviewed.  The draft ROA was distributed to WG/WIST members on November 2, 2005.  Some changes were received and incorporated into the version being considered at this meeting.

Proposed Action:
Approve ROA.

3.
MEETING DISCUSSION TOPICS:   
A.  DETERMINE THE FEDERAL R&D NEEDS THAT WOULD BE THE FOCUS OF THE WIST R&D PLAN (Action Item 2005-1.3).  (60 minutes--8:45 – 9:45 AM) 


Proposed Action:
The WG previously decided to use fatalities, injuries, and property damage figures as a way to help prioritize needs…this would also be consistent with the WG’s goals.  All surface transportation modes were asked to provide these figures and the group would then consolidate and finalize them before beginning work to align surface transportation R&D priorities.  WG/WIST will review the inputs received and decide on the next steps needed to complete this action.
BREAK             15 minutes---9:45 - 10:00 AM 

B.  USING PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED R&D NEEDS LISTS AS A GUIDE, DETERMINE A PRELIMINARY STRUCTURE FOR THE WG/WIST R&D PLAN TO CLEARLY EXPRESS THE R&D PRIORITIES OF THE WIST COMMUNITY (Action Item 2005-1.3).  (60 minutes---10:00 AM - 11:00 AM)  

Proposed Action:
A matrix was designed based on feedback.  Additionally, a master WIST R&D needs listing compiled from various source documents was developed by the WG/WIST Exec Secretary.  Each WG member was asked to provide the Executive Secretary their top 5 items for each row of the matrix by November 21, 2005, so they can be consolidated for discussion at this meeting.  The WG will begin the process of developing the prioritized R&D Needs listing.

C.  AGENCY INPUTS, FOLLOW UP ON WIST INITIATIVE PAPER EFFORTS, AND NEW ITEMS.  (60 minutes---11:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

Proposed action:
Agency representatives will have the opportunity to update the committee on the status of agency surface weather activities, programs and budgets, needs, requirements, etc.   One of these items will be a briefing on the results of the WIST Update to the ICMSSR on November 18, 2005.
LUNCH
12:00 – 1:15 PM

D.  DISCUSS HOLDING A SERIES OF WIST-RELATED MINI-WORKSHOPS IN EARLY 2006 (60 MINUTES---1:15 – 2:15 PM)
Proposed action:
Discuss having several focused WIST-related mini-workshops in early 2006, to develop a detailed listing of on going WIST-related activities in the areas of Observations; Modeling, Forecasts, Warnings, Advisories, and Verification; Weather Information Dissemination; Decision Support Systems; Education, Outreach, and Awareness; Data Management; and Performance Measures and Weather-Related Crash Reporting.  The object would be to gather information on WIST-related R&D activities already underway that support the WIST Initiative Paper recommendations and is linked to the goals of reducing weather-related surface transportation deaths, injuries, and property damage; improving management of weather-related delays and operating costs; and mitigating adverse impacts of surface transportation operations on the environment. Additionally, we would hope to draw out any unknown WIST-related requirements from the workshop attendees.  Possible mini-workshop topic areas might be:
· University Transportation Centers (UTC) and University Research institutes (URI) WIST-related activities
· Private company products available to assist with WIST-related decision making
· Public agency activities related to WIST
· Automobile manufactors activites that relate to WIST

· State ITS-related testbeds that might have a WIST component

4. 
REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS   (15 minutes---2:15 - 2:30 PM) 

Proposed  Action:
Review any actions taken during the meeting and ensure responsible agencies are aware of their taskings.

5.
NEXT MEETING   (15 minutes---2:30 - 2:45 PM)  

Discuss and determine an appropriate timeframe for the next meeting.

ADJOURN 




















































