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1.         OPENING REMARKS 
Co-Chair Paul Pisano called the WG/WIST meeting to order.  All attendees introduced themselves.   

The Executive Secretary, Frank Estis, reviewed the administrative information for the meeting and outlined the proposed meeting agenda.  The agenda was accepted as presented.

Paul Pisano provided opening comments:


-  Acknowledged that everyone has been stretched pretty thin with end of fiscal year workload, but we need to keep moving forward.


-  SAFETEA-LU has passed in Congress…it will provide funds for most of the DOT’s surface transportation programs, including the ITS Joint Program Office and the Office of Operations.


-- Section 5308 establishes a Road Weather R&D program, funded at $5M per year for four years.  Funds will be allocated to the ITS Joint Program Office, and the program will be executed in coordination with the FHWA Office of Operations. 


- The Annual TRB meeting in January 2006 will have a themed session on weather.



-- Invitees include Congressman Young from Alaska, who apparently played a part in establishing the Road Weather program in SAFETEA-LU.

Mike Rossetti added that he met the new head of RITA and he seemed interested in weather as a research topic. 

The idea was also briefly discussed that maybe OFCM could send a letter to RITA or another appropriate DOT individual to explain the surface transportation weather community’s interests and needs in the area of surface transportation weather R&D.  No action was tasked at this time to draft such a letter.  

2.
RECORD OF ACTIONS 
The Executive Secretary for the WG previously sent out the ROA for meeting 05-04 on August 3, 2005, and did not receive any recommended changes.  The WG accepted the ROA as the final version.    

3.
MEETING DISCUSSION TOPICS:   
A.  DETERMINE THE FEDERAL R&D NEEDS THAT WOULD BE THE FOCUS OF THE WIST R&D PLAN (Action Item 2005-1.3).  


At earlier WG meetings, the WG decided to use fatalities, injuries, and property damage figures as a way to help prioritize needs…this would also be consistent with the WG’s goals.  All surface transportation modes were asked to provide these figures and the group would then consolidate and finalize them before beginning work to align surface transportation R&D priorities based on these figures.  WG/WIST will review the inputs received and decide on the next steps needed to complete this action.  So far the Executive Secretary has received inputs from the pipeline and roadway sectors only, with the marine transportation sector expected before the next WG meeting.


Additional comments:


-  The WG discussed the concern that we have to be careful with our numbers since there are many more liquid precipitation events versus frozen precipitation events…we may need to find a way to normalize our data.


-  It was suggested that statistics for railway flood events may be available from FRA.


-  The EPA member to the WG would check to see if there were any studies available that looked at the impact of traffic delays on air quality.


-  Mr. Tielking (Navy) pointed out there was a need to better educate the public on how to use many of the safety features (e.g., ABS, 4WD, fog lights) added to vehicles over the years so they can react correctly during a weather event.  Many WG members agreed that this was needed. 
  

B.  USING PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED R&D NEEDS LISTS AS A GUIDE, DETERMINE A PRELIMINARY STRUCTURE FOR THE WG/WIST R&D PLAN TO CLEARLY EXPRESS THE R&D PRIORITIES OF THE WIST COMMUNITY (Action Item 2005-1.3).    


A matrix was designed based on feedback.  Additionally, a master WIST R&D needs listing compiled from various source documents was developed by the WG/WIST Exec Secretary.  WG/WIST will review these documents and decide on the next steps needed to complete this action.   


WG comments:


-  Limited resources to work on many needs.


-  Need to put together the WG’s first draft list and then refine.


-  Some additional reference sources were suggested (Leon Osborne (UND), Iowa State University’s Center for Transportation Research and Education, Ed Boselley (WSDOT))


-  The WG decided to add another column to the matrix to capture cross-cutting topics.


ACTION:  Each WG member will provide the Executive Secretary their top 5 items for each row of the matrix by November 21, 2005, so they can be consolidated for the November 30th meeting.

C.  AGENCY INPUTS AND NEW ITEMS  

DOC/NOAA (Jim O’Sullivan):

-  Work continues to transition MADIS from a research system to an operational system.  Additional RWIS and PORTs data sets are being added to MADIS also.  

-  Mr. O’Sullivan is a member of the TRB task force for surface weather.

DOT/FHWA (Paul Pisano):


-  NOAA-FHWA MOU signing occurred on July 20, 2005.


-  Next MDDS meeting is October 20-21 in Boulder, CO.


-  Next Clarus ICC meeting will be November 15-17 in Salt Lake City, UT.  


-  There will be a Clarus information webcast on September 27…please sign up and join in to learn more about Clarus activities.

DOD (Col Mark Weadon):


-  For the next WG meeting, he will try to get TRANSCOM involved by teleconference.

FMCSA (Mr. Chris Flanigan):


-  No specific weather R&D efforts are going on in FMCSA…a FY07 proposal to look at high winds effects on motor carriers didn’t get selected for funding.

OFCM (Mr. Frank Estis):


-  The WIST Initiative Paper is being updated for final coordination with the WG.

GHTA (Mr. Art Handman):


-  Provided transit input on what weather impacts transit operations the most from a GHTA perspective.

D.  STRATEGY FOR NEXT MEETING 


What do we want to accomplish at our next meeting?  Are we ready for a longer meeting to decide on needs and priorities?  Do we need to invite representatives from each agency to make a case for their needs and priorities?  Should the FAA Aviation Weather Research Program, the Volpe National Transportation Systems Center, the FAA's Joint Program Development Office and others also come to help decide what might be leveraged within the Federal community?


This topic was already covered under topic 3B above, where WG members were tasked to provide the Executive Secretary their top 5 items for each row of the matrix by November 21, 2005, so they can be consolidated for the November 30th meeting.

4.  REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS 

The WG/WIST reviewed the actions from the previous meetings.  

ACTION ITEM 2005-1.1:  The Executive Secretary will establish a web site where all WG reference materials can be posted to ensure all WG/WIST members have access to them.


March 16th update:  The web site was developed and presented for approval at the March 16, 2005, WG/WIST meeting.  The web site was accepted as presented, and this action was closed. 

STATUS:  CLOSED.  

ACTION ITEM 2005-1.2:  The Executive Secretary will provide all WG/WIST members with a consolidated listing of all WIST Report recommendations so they can review them and determine if the TOR’s paragraph 3a is too ambitious based on ICMSSR tasking actions from May 2004.

April 28th update:  At the April 28th WG/WIST meeting, the WG/WIST members finalized and accepted the working group’s TOR, and closed this action item.

STATUS:   CLOSED.  

ACTION ITEM 2005-1.3:  The Executive Secretary will provide a synthesized R&D needs list so that WG members could review them and begin to determine the R&D needs that would the focus of the WIST R&D Plan and start to build a structure for the R&D Plan to clearly express the priorities of the WIST community.

July 11th update:  The WG/WIST made minor edits to the R&D Needs matrix and the group then decided to accept the matrix as its first structure for arranging the WIST R&D Needs.  Additionally, a first draft of the master R&D Needs listing was handed out for review.   

September 15th update:


Part A - Certain WG members provide their sectors’ fatalities, injuries, and property damage figures so they can be consolidated and finalized before beginning work to align surface transportation R&D priorities based on these figures.



Part B - Each WG member will provide the Executive Secretary their top 5 items for each row of the matrix by November 21, 2005, so they can be consolidated for the November 30th meeting.



Part C - Each WG member will provide the Executive Secretary any additional WIST reference sources by the next meeting.

STATUS: OPEN

ACTION ITEM 2005-1.4:  The Executive Secretary will work with the WG/WIST to perform an information gathering activity to find out what WIST R&D work is already going on and tabulate and cross feed the information to all members.  

July 11th update:  Inputs received from many WG/WIST members and consolidated for distribution.  Action Item left open until our next meeting to see if more inputs might be received.

September 15th update:  No additional inputs were received.  Action closed.  

STATUS: CLOSED

ACTION ITEM 2005-1.5:  WG/WIST members will review and comment on the draft vision and goals.   

April 28th update:   The WG/WIST membership slightly revised, finalized and accepted the working group’s vision and goals and requested the Executive Secretary to submit them to the CESORN for review and comment, and closed this action item.  

STATUS:  CLOSED.   

5.  NEXT MEETING:  Is scheduled for November 30, 2005.  

