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Session 1 - Partnerships and Collaborations:

Preparedness and Response

The response to weather events by the public is driven by the availability and communication of information
regarding the timing, severity and duration of these events. Both the availability and communication of information
involve processes that begin before the event, continue during the event and culminate once an event ends. These
processes are carried out through partnerships and collaborations among local, regional, state, and federal agencies,
NGOs, and individuals; and guided, in large measure, by the use of results from social scientists and their research.

This session addresses preparedness and response through effective and efficient partnerships and collaborations.
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Session 2a: Meteorological User/ Provider and Supporting Research Perspectives |

Technological Hazards
Data and information regarding meteorological events is used to mitigate the negative consequences of
technological hazards. Additionally, these potential technological hazards impact the surrounding public and the
environment, both upstream and downstream of the event. The results of social science research define strategies to
effectively communicate uncertainty, potential risks and steps to preparedness that influence all sectors of the
affected public in the event that a technological hazard occurs.

This session will provide information regarding the nature of technological hazards in relationship to
meteorological operations, and the ways that the results of social science research are being used to reduce harm to
life and the environment.
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Session 2b: Meteorological User/ Provider and Supporting Research Perspectives |

Transportation Weather Hazards

Regardless of the meteorological, natural or technological hazard, transportation networks along with their users and
stakeholders experience adverse effects from severe weather conditions. The majority of people and business
enterprises wish to avoid harm’s way in the event of severe weather, flooding, natural and technological events.
Subsequently, transportation arteries are a primary means to achieve this end. Exodus results in roads and highways
experiencing bottlenecks; air flights being cancelled or rerouted; and flooding resulting in closed roads and bridges.
To adequately prepare for transportation-related events that are guided, in large measure, by the need for
meteorological data and information, the results of social science research serve to provide strategies to
communicate knowledge in ways best suited for transportation managers and their stakeholders, namely, the
traveling public and end-user communities. Data and information regarding meteorological events is needed to
support the work of the transportation enterprise.

This session will provide information regarding transportation’s continuing need for meteorological data and
information, and the ways that the results of social science research can be further used to save lives, mitigate harm
to life and the environment, and safeguard infrastructure.
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Tuesday, May 4, 2010
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Session 3 — Meteorological User/ Provider and Supporting Research Perspectives Il

Lessons learned from past severe weather and technological hazards support the need for further
integration of social science research results into meteorological operations. How can we frame the
guestions and the need for social science research in ways that will produce results on time frames that are
responsive to the need of the public for action now?

This session will address the current, planned and projected use of the results of social science research
for meteorological operations.
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Session 5 — Conclusion and Way Ahead
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