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1. Summary of previous action items.

a. Action Item 06-3.3  Assessment Information Gathering Tool.  JAG will develop survey to use at the 3rd International Fire Ecology and Management Congress, and for wide dissemination, to collect information within each functional area.  Survey under development.  Open.
2. JAG approved draft record of actions from previous meeting.
3. JAG reviewed and accepted the following timeline.

a. Oct 31 – Lt Col Andrus will travel to the FENWT meeting in Athens, GA, and update FENWT on JAG status and plans.

b. Nov 8 – Deadline for fire weather survey development.

c. Nov 14 – OFCM-supported JAG special session at 3rd International Fire Ecology and Management Congress, San Diego, CA.
d. Nov 30 – Deadline for fire weather surveys.  All are due to OFCM by this date.

e. Dec 7-8 – JAG meeting to review fire weather survey responses, frame assessment issues and agree to assessment reportables.  Also, meeting will establish a plan of action to ensure assessment report is worked by appropriate JAG subgroups for completion by Feb 1.

f. Jan – JAG drafts assessment report.

g. Feb 1 – Deadline to submit draft assessment report to editor.

h. Mar-Apr – Review assessment report based upon editor’s comments.

i. Apr 18 – JAG meeting to review final publication preprint.

j. Jun 10-12 – Findings and recommendations presented to Western Governors’ Association.
4. Mr. Charles Kazimir, DOI/BLM, NIFC, briefed JAG on the status of the GOES DCS data flow issue.  GOES DCS is used as a primary data flow mechanism, but it remains vulnerable to data disruptions and an adequate backup does not exist at this time.  A need for this data distribution needs to be addressed within the wildland fire weather needs assessment report.
5. Mr. Bob Dumont, OFCM, briefed OFCM-support JAG plans for the 3rd International Fire Ecology and Management Congress (IFEMC).  Session will consist of a panel for fire weather suppliers and a panel for fire weather users.  The goal of the panels are to expand awareness of JAG efforts, to stimulate discussion and thought on fire weather needs, and to elicit survey respondents.  Also, Lt. Col. Andrus will be arriving early at the IFEMC to ensure welcome packages have surveys and to encourage participants to complete surveys throughout the IFECM.

6. Lt. Col. Andrus, OFCM, briefed the current strategy for development of fire weather survey questions.  Important points were:

a. The survey would be short and focused on JAG primary goals.  
b. The survey would state questions such that positive responses are encouraged.

c. The survey would emphasize open-ended questions to encourage thoughtful and meaningful responses.

7. The latest draft of fire weather survey questions was reviewed.  Questions were modified and added to best meet the JAG goals.  Sections were assigned to various JAG members so that they could further refine and develop appropriate questions.  

a. Action Item 06-4.1  Paul Schlobohm will take the lead in refining questions, and the table, related to the observational data functional area.  Lead agent is Paul Schlobohm.

b. Action Item 06-4.2  Al Riebau and Pete Lahm will take the lead in refining questions, and the table, in the fire modeling functional area.  Lead agent is Al Riebau.

c. Action Item 06-4.3  Heath Hockenberry and Rick Ochoa will take the lead in refining questions, and the table, in the forecast products and services functional area.  Lead agent is Heath Hockenberry.

d. Action Item 06-4.4  Heath Hockenberry and Jim O’Sullivan will take the lead in refining questions, and developing a table for, the information dissemination functional area.  Lead agent is Heath Hockenberry.

e. Action Item 06-4.5  David Andrus will provide JAG members with a listing of fire weather contact email addresses, originally compiled from JAG member contributions.  This email listing will be edited and expanded by JAG members into a consolidated listing for use by OFCM to further distribute Fire Weather Surveys.  Note:  OFCM will make no effort to validate emailed surveys are received by email recipients.  JAG members are welcome to do this follow-up, should they choose to do so.  Lead agent is David Andrus.

f. Action Item 06-4.6  David Andrus will draft a cover letter, to be disseminated with the Fire Weather Survey at IFEMC.  An additional letter will also be drafted for Fire Weather Survey dissemination separately for IFEMC.  JAG members will assist in further developing these letters such that a final product is generated by 8 Nov.  Lead agent is David Andrus.

8. Lt. Col. Andrus briefed touched on a number of items of interest to the JAG.  Most importantly, the following action items resulted.

a. Action Item 06-4.7  OFCM has requested that a NWS expert brief the JAG on available fire weather products and services along with their awareness of product and service shortfalls and customer concerns.  This is needed for the 7-8 Dec JAG meeting.  Lead agent is Heath Hockenberry.
b. Action Item 06-4.8  OFCM has requested that a Predictive Services expert brief the JAG on available fire weather products and services along with their awareness of product and service shortfalls and customer concerns.  This is needed for the 7-8 Dec JAG meeting.  Lead agent is Rick Ochoa.
c. Action Item 06-4.9  OFCM will provide JAG members with a consolidated listing of email addresses on hand, as previously provided by JAG members.  Lead agent is David Andrus.
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