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PREFACE

Since 1965, the Office of the Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and Supporting Research
(OFCM) has developed a Federal Plan that articulates the provision of meteorological services and the support
for meteorological and related research by agencies of the Federal government.  OFCM's 2005 Federal Plan
provides Congress and the Executive Branch with a comprehensive compilation of proposed programs for fis-
cal year (FY) 2005 and a review of agency programs in FY 2004.  The Federal Plan's narratives, timelines, and
schedules are current as of July 2004.

The Federal Plan consists of an Executive Summary, three sections, and Appendices.  The Executive
Summary, which is written as a concise, stand-alone report, provides a high-level view of the Federal
resources dedicated to meteorological programs and the achievements of those programs.  This year's feature
article (Section 1) presents the idea that to make better decisions we need to understand the risks involved, and
that some of the most important roles we ask of government are related to avoiding, mitigating, transferring, or
accepting risks--in short, risk management.  The activities involved in understanding risk go by many names,
such as risk identification, risk evaluation, risk assessment, risk estimation, and risk characterization.
However, the article suggests that the most important point is that understanding the risk is essential to making
sound decisions on managing it, no matter who the decision maker will be.  In the area of understanding risks,
the OFCM is primarily interested in risks that are meteorological in nature, and has a strong interest and clear
role in coordinating the meteorological risk characterization and management activities of the Federal agen-
cies.  The OFCM believes that near-term safety and resource priorities require a better understanding and
application of risk assessment and management tools to the weather and climate hazards that affect our com-
munities and lives.  A critical part of the data required to use risk tools effectively is a comprehensive collec-
tion of economic data, impacts and variables.  A coordinated, collaborative initiative is needed to establish
such a data collection effort.

Section 2 of the Federal Plan summarizes the resources requested in the President's FY 2005 Budget, com-
pared with the resources appropriated by Congress for FY 2004.  Section 3 contains departmental and agency
narratives on programs for providing meteorological services and supporting research and development. It also
describes relevant research funded by the National Science Foundation.

Appendix A describes the OFCM's coordination, program, and planning activities.  Appendix B summa-
rizes the World Meteorological Organization's World Weather Program.  Appendix C lists the feature articles
published in previous Federal Plans.  The acronyms and abbreviations used throughout this year's Federal Plan
are defined in Appendix D.  The inside front cover lists the current members of the Federal and
Interdepartmental Committees for Meteorological Services and Supporting Research, which provide guidance
and support for OFCM activities.  The inside back cover diagrams the infrastructure through which the OFCM
performs its coordinating mission.

Samuel P. Williamson
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological

Services and Supporting Research
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