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FOREWORD

This is the 29th edition of the National Winter Storms Operations Plan (NWSOP). The
purpose of the plan is to coordinate the efforts of the Federal meteorological community to provide
enhanced weather observations of severe winter storms that impact the coastal regions of the United
States. The goal is to improve the accuracy and timeliness of severe winter storm forecast and
warning services provided by the Nation's weather service organizations. These forecast and warning
responsibilities are shared by the National Weather Service, within the Department of Commerce and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); and the weather services of the
United States Air Force and the United States Navy, within the Department of Defense. While the
plan summarizes the availability of surface, upper air, and satellite observations of all types, it
focuses on the coordination of requirements for aircraft weather reconnaissance observations
provided by the Air Force Reserve Command's 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron and
NOAA's Aircraft Operations Center.

Within the organizational infrastructure of the Office of the Federal Coordinator for
Meteorological Services and Supporting Research (OFCM), the Working Group for Hurricane and
Winter Storms Operations and Research (WG/HWSOR) is responsible for maintaining the plan. This
2010 edition of the plan is published on the OFCM web site and has incorporated numerous
revisions from the previous edition (December 2005, and Change 1 [November 2007]).

IISIGNED//

Samuel P. Williamson
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological
Services and Supporting Research






TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHANGE AND REVIEW LOG ... .ottt sttt ee et ii
FOREW ORD..... .ottt ettt s b et e s s bt e bt st e s be e beeneesbeenbe e st e nbeenteenee e iii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt st nbe et nre et %
LIST OF FIGURES ...t sttt vii
LIST OF TABLES ... oottt sttt sbe b sae b viii
CHAPTER 1 RESPONSIBILITIES OF COOPERATING AGENCIES.........ccccoooviiiie. 1-1
O R 1T 1= - | PSSR UPTRT 1-1
1.2 RESPONSIDIIITIES ... 1-2
1.3 Reconnaissance Organization Contact Information..............ccoeevviiiiiiinnennnnn 1-4
CHAPTER 2 AIRCRAFT RECONNAISSANCE ......ccoiiiiiieeeiesie e 2-1
2.1 GBNEIAL ... bbbt nr e e 2-1
2.2 RESPONSIDIIITIES ... 2-1
2.3 Operational Control of AIFCraft..........ccceiiiiiiiiiiie e 2-2
24 Reconnaissance Planning and Flight Notification ............ccccceviniiii e 2-2
2.5 Reconnaissance FIIGNTS ..o 2-8

2.6 Aircraft and Ground Station Communications Systems Used to Transmit
OBSEIVALIONS ...ttt sr et nn e 2-14
CHAPTER 3 OTHER OBSERVATIONS..... .o s 3-1
TN N =14 1= - USRS UPRT 3-1
3.2 Satellite ODSErVALIONS ......cccoiiiiiieeie e e 3-1
3.3 National Data Buoy Capabilities...........cccevvrririeiiiiiiie e 3-1
CHAPTER 4 COMMUNICATIONS ...ttt 4-1
4.1 Department Of COMMEICE.......ccviiiiieiiee e 4-1
4.2 Department of Defense (DOD) ......ccvoiiiieiiiieeie e 4-1
4.3 U.S. C0BSE GUANT ...ttt ettt 4-1
CHAPTER S5 PUBLICITY ..ottt st 5-1
5.1 NEWS Media REIBASES .........cieiiiiierieriieie et 5-1
5.2 (D1 (] o1 U1 To] o IR UPT 5-1



APPENDIX A

APPENDIX B

APPENDIX C

APPENDIX D

APPENDIX E

APPENDIX F

APPENDIX G

APPENDIX H

APPENDIX |

APPENDIX J

APPENDIX K

APPENDIX L

APPENDIX M

ABBREVIATIONS ...
DEFINITIONS ...
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL CLEARANCE LETTER .....ccooiiiiiiiiinn
ALTITUDE RESERVATION APPROVAL REQUEST .......ccccoevviiinnn

FORMAT FOR NHOP/NWSOP FLIGHT INFORMATION FOR
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC NOTAM ISSUANCE.................

ATLANTIC AND GULF OF MEXICO FLIGHT TRACKS............c.......
ALASKAN FLIGHT TRACKS ...
HAWAIIAN FLIGHT TRACKS ...
JAPANESE FLIGHT TRACKS ..o
OFFICIAL INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS ...

RECCO, HDOB, AND TEMP DROP CODES, TABLES,
AND REGULATIONS ...t

RECONNAISSANCE ORGANIZATIONS CONTACT
INFORMATION ...ttt

DISTRIBUTION ...ttt

Vi



Number

Figure 2-1
Figure 2-2
Figure 2-3

Figure F-1
through
Figure F-6

Figure G-1
through
Figure G-29

Figure H-1
through
Figure H-26

Figure I-1
through
Figure 1-23

Figure K-1
Figure K-2
Figure K-3

LIST OF FIGURES

Figures Page
Sample Mission Evaluation FOM..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiie s 2-4
National Winter Storms Operations Plan Coordination Request............c.ccccceenen. 2-6
Winter Storm Plan of the Day (WSPOD) FOrmat ..........cccoceieeiiniiniieienieseeins 2-9
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico Flight Tracks..........cccccvviniiiiiiniiiiesieen, F-2to F-7
Alaskan FIIght TraCks ......cccooieiiiiiiieeeeee e G-2 to G-30
Hawaiian FHGNE TraCkS........cooveiiiiiiiiieiie e H-2 to H-27
Japanese FIIght TraCKS ..o I-2to 1-24
Reconnaissance Code Recording FOIrM .........ccooiiiiiiiiiie e K-2
HDOB Description and Sample MESSAJE ......cccveierrieriiiiereeie e K-6
Example TEMP DROP Message for Winter Storms...........cccoceveveneennniinneens K-15

vii



Number

Table 2-1

Table K-I
Table K-2
Table K-3
Table K-4
Table K-5
Table K-6
Table L-1

LIST OF TABLES

Title Page
Examples of Corrected ODSEIVALIONS ..........cccvviiiieiienieseee e 2-14
Reconnaissance Code TabIes ..o K-3
Reconnaissance Code ReguIatioNS ..........coceviiiiieniiie e K-5
Communications Headers for HDOB MESSAQES .......cccuerrerruieriererrieeieseesieseeseeas K-7
Mission/Ob Identifier Line Format for HDOB MeSSagesS ........cccevvvrerrieerienennnnn. K-7
HD/HA Data Line Format for HDOB MESSAQES........cccveeruereerieierieiieeiesieenaeans K-8
TEMP DIOP COUB....coueiiieiitieieeie ettt sttt sbe et nreas K-10
Reconnaissance Organization Contact Information .............ccccoecevveiiiiinneennne L-1

viii



	00-Cover-Nwsop
	00a-ICMSSR (back page of cover)
	00b-front matter-10_101102

