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FOREWORD 
 
The Interdepartmental Hurricane Conference (IHC) is sponsored annually by the Office of the 
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and Supporting Research (OFCM) to provide a 
forum for the responsible Federal agencies, together with representatives from the user 
communities like emergency management, to review the Nation’s hurricane forecast and warning 
program and to make recommendations on how to improve the program in the future.  The major 
objective is to plan and prepare for the upcoming hurricane season.   The 59th IHC was held in 
Jacksonville, Florida, March 7-11, 2005, and the new procedures, procedural changes, and 
agreements reached at the conference were incorporated into this publication—the 43rd edition of 
the National Hurricane Operations Plan (NHOP). 
 
At the 59th IHC, the Working Group for Hurricane and Winter Storms Operations and Research 
(WG/HWSOR) addressed 13 action items.  Of the 13, 6 will be closed through incorporation into 
the NHOP as approved recommendations and/or changes.  Two of the items were informational 
in nature, and one was withdrawn.  The action items will be published on the OFCM web site at 
www.ofcm.gov. 
 
This edition includes a number of minor revisions and changes to Chapter 3, General Operations 
and Procedures of the National Weather Service Hurricane Centers, and Chapter 5, Aircraft 
Reconnaissance.  Chapter 6, Satellite Reconnaissance, and Appendix A, Local National Weather 
Service (NWS) Office Products, were substantially updated, and the breakpoints for California 
were added to Appendix B. 
 
For the state of Florida, the 2004 Atlantic tropical cyclone season was a season to remember.  
Two major hurricanes (Charley and Jeanne) hit Florida for the first time since 1950, with a third 
hurricane (Frances) making landfall in Florida and a fourth (Ivan) in Alabama, just west of the 
northern  Panhandle.  Hurricane Frances prompted the largest evacuation in Florida history, and 
Frances and Ivan each produced over 100 tornadoes in the U.S.  Of the season’s 15 tropical or 
subtropical storms, 9 became hurricanes, and 6 became major hurricanes.  A record eight tropical 
storms formed during the month of August.  Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Gaston, Ivan, and 
Jeanne made landfall in the U.S.—the most hurricane landfalls since 1985.  The death toll for the 
season was over 3100, primarily due to the effects of Jeanne in Haiti; there were 60 direct deaths 
in the U.S.  The unadjusted property damage in the U.S. is estimated to be near $45 billion—the 
costliest hurricane season on record for the U.S.  The bottom line, however, is that forecast track 
errors were at record lows, and our multiagency tropical cyclone warning support system 
superbly responded to a very challenging season—a tribute to the professionalism, dedication, 
and cooperation of the civilian and military agencies involved. 
 
 
 
 
      Samuel P. Williamson 
      Federal Coordinator for Meteorological 
        Services and Supporting Research 
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